






 

4 

 
23-cv-00030 (DF-2022-00401) 000071

(b)(1), (b)(3), (b)(7)(E)

(b)(1), (b)(3), (b)(7)(E)

(b)(1), (b)(3), (b)(7)(E)



 

5 

 

  More Meddling in US Politics Likely if Putin’s Thinking Goes Unaltered 

  Over the next several weeks, Moscow will probably consider whether to engage in 

additional cyber and intelligence operations with the potential to meddle in upcoming US 

elections.  It is also possible that the Kremlin has already decided to do so.  A desire to discredit the 

US political system and the candidates almost certainly motivates Moscow.  Moscow seeks to create 

conditions that favor Russian interests, such as weakening the next US president’s standing, which Putin 

might calculate would give him a stronger hand in dealing with his new counterpart in January.   
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